14 THE

Contributed

PROOF TEXT REVISION.

Recent editorial remarks in the Pres-
byterian of the South, in regard to this
subject, suggest some explanatory state-
ments.

It is not expected that the Presbyteries
will vote on the question submitted to
them by the General Assembly at their
fall meeting this year. It was imprac-
ticable to get the whole work before
them in time for this. All that the Pres-
byteries can do at these meetings is to
appoint committees ad interim to exam-
ine the work at their leisure and report
to the next spring meetings. The names
of the chairmen of these committees
should be reported to the Committee of
Publication at Richmond.

The General Assembly neglected to ex-
press its will as to the version to. be
used. Hence the 0ld Version will be
used in the revised citations. The Ameri-
can Revisfon has been followed as the
standard with respect to genuineness, in-
terpretation and relevancy. ‘This is in
accordance with Rule X, reported to the
General Assembly at the beginning of its
committee's work and not objected to.

For example, Rom. 8: 4 is used instead
of 8: 1, to sustain Shorter Catchism
question No. 35: “We . . are enabled
more and more to die unto sin and live
unto righteousness,” because the words
“who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit,”” do not appear in vurse 1, ac-
cording to American Revizsed Version.

The approval of this work by the Pres-
byteries and its use in future editions of
the Standards involve no change what-
ever in the Standards themselves. The
committee, with a very good degree of
unanimity, have expressed the opinion
that the new citatlons are, as a whole,
better than the old, and have recommend-
ed their use in the future rather than
the old. The last General Assembly, af-
ter making a single amendment, approved
of the work, evidently in the same way
that their committee approvea oi 1it. In
order to forestall endless criticism and
discussion, the General Assembly directed
the work to be sent to the Presbyteries
“for their answers as to its adoption.” “As
to its adoption” evidently means adop-
tion for the use of the proposed cita-
tions in future editions of the Standards;
a use corresponding to the use hitherto
made of such citations.

I am confirmed as to the accuracy of
this view of the action of the General As-
sembly after correspondence with the
Rev. Doctor P. P. Flournoy, who was the
chairman of the special committee whose
recommendations in the premises the
Assembly adopted.

In order to give the presbyteriai com-
mittees the best opportunity to examine
the new citations with the least trouble,
the text of the Standards will be printed
with the citations just as they will appear
in new editions, if “adopted.”” 1 hope
that the Shorter Catechism is now in the
nands of the Presbyteries, or their offi-
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cers. The remainder of the work will be
printed and . distributed in ample time
1or the presbyterial committees to ex-
amine it carefully and report at the spring
meetings.

I have been called on to prepare the
“eopy” and to read the “proofs.” It is
human to err. I, tnerefore, beg that any
clerical or other errors that may be de-
tected by the presbyterial committees or
other persons be reported to me at their
early convenience,

E. C. Gordon,
Chairman,
Lexington, Missouri

PROOF TEXTS.
The following letter has been addressed
to the Presbyteries, and explains itself:
The last General Assemnbly approved,

with a single amendment, the work of |

its committee ad interim on the revision
of the citation of proof-texts to our doc-
trinal Standards. It also directed the
Committee of Publication “to printa suffi-
cient number of copies of the report thus
amended, for distribution among the Pres-
byteries,"” and to send the report down to
the Presbyteries ‘for their answers as
to its adoption.” See Minutes for 1909,
pp. 28, 29.

The report contains the changes sug-
gested as well as the results of the
changes. To print the whole report for
the sake, of one or two hundred copies
would be very expensive and needless.
The object of the General Assembly in
sending the reports to the Presbyteries is
‘0 give them an opportunity, after exami-
mation, to adopt or reject the results as
these will appear in a new edition of the
Standards. Moreover, the Presbyteries
will find it much easier and more satis-
factory to examine these results if they
are presented Lo them in connection with
the text of the Standards,

Heuce the Committee of Publication
proposes to print, together, the text and
revised citations and to hold the type
forms until the action of the Presbhy-
teries, when, if the revision is approved,
the work will be stereotyped and a new
edition printed.

It will] be impracticable to get the
whole of this work in the hands of the
Presbyteries at the approaching fall meet-
ing. It may be that the Shorter Cate-
chism can be so placed. In view of the
situation all around, and in order to pre-
vent usgeless expense and delay, I beg
leave to suggest that you appoint at your
fall meeting a committee ad interim to
examine this work and report to the
spring meeting.

If your Stated Clerk will send the name
of the chairman of this committee to the
Committee of Publication at Richmond,
Va., wn.h the number composing the com-
mittee, copies of the work will be sent
to your committee in time for them to
examine it and report to you at your
next stated meeting.

E. C. Gordon,
Chairman Proof-Text Committee.
—_—

I never regard anything as personal ex-

cept tlut which is complimentary.

Sept. 22, 1g90g.

TO THE PRESBYTERIANS OF
GEORGIA.

The Presbyterian Hospital and Train-
ing School is now under the control of
Trustees and Advisory Board elected by
tne Presbyterians of Georgia, and the in-
stitution is now yours, This adoption of
tne institution by the Presbyterians was
undertaken after the fullest discussion
possible and the Executive Committee of
the Board of Trustees counts confidently
upon the support of our people In the
work now being done and proposed to be
done in the future. The Executive Com-
mittee is carefully discussing plans for
the building of a hospital and training
school to cost not less than $100,000. To
do this requires the support of our peo-
ple in every part of the State and in due
time every Presbyterian, man, woman and
child, in the State will be given an op-
portunity of contributing to this cause.

But in the meanwhile the present work
must not be allowed to languish. The re-
sponsibility on us is a great one. We are
already maintaining a training school for
nurses in which are being trained about
twenty young women as Christian nurs-
es. By help of the good women of the
Ladies Auxiliary we are doing as much
charity work as we caa possibly afford,
but the demand on us for this kind of
work is greater than we can possibly
meet, From every part of the State we
are being called on to receive into the
hospital some sick man or woman or
child, who sorely needs hospital treat-
ment, but can not afford the expense. In
the meanwhile we have a fixed expense
in the rental, salaries and the maintain-
ence of the work in general which has to
be mgt promptly, daily, weekly, and
monthly. The hospital must be kept effic-
ient at all hazards. We can not afford to
talke the sick into the hospital and give
them anything else than the best profes-
sional attention.

To do this requires even on'the moder-
ate scale in which we are now operating,
over and above what we are receiving
irom pay patients, at least six hundred
dollars per month. To earry on this work
we must have the help of each of you.
‘Will you not respond to this call by send-
ing at once, to our treasurer, Clyde L.
King, your check for as large an amount
as you can afford? If you can not send
check, let us hear from you at once as to
what we may expect of you in the near
future. Let us count on a subscription
from you payable at your earliest conven-
ience. We can not maintain the insti-
tution without your help. We can not
make “bricks without straw.” It is use-
less for your trustees to undertake the
larger work until we have secured your
cooperation in tne support of the present
work.

The Jews, the Catholics, the Baptists,
and the Methodists of \Georgla are each

supporting instiutions of this kind. Will

the Presbyterians of Georgia do less in
proportion to their numbers and ability
to give?

In response to this appeal we hope tc
hear from myhdlﬂmls.m.men
maumummmm



